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different farms and isolated twelve different kinds of molds. These were representative types usually encountered in moldy silage. These twelve molds were isolated from the different samples and grown artificially on specially prepared media. Large quantities of the molds were fed to cattle, horses, and sheep without harm.
Moldy silage, and especially that which is badly spoiled, may make the casual observer dubious as to its fitness for food. To offset this impression, experiments have been made with silage from the farms where several deaths were reported to have followed its use. As much as a ton of the moldy silage from such a farm was fed to several cows for many days without any signs of sickness.
There have been several reports of deaths in cattle and horses following the use of moldy silage, but it has not been definitely proved that the molds in the silage were responsible for the losses. The practical experience of many fanners who feed silage that contains molds to varying degrees is that no ill effects are seen. In cattle, moldy silage has not been conclusively proved to be dangerous. In horses there remains some doubt. Most silos contain silage that has in it some molds. To condemn silage on this account would put many silos out of commission. Improved methods of making silage may reduce the amount of molds. If the silage is badly infected with molds, it might be better to conduct a feeding trial on one or two animals before the entire herd is allowed access to it. If the silage does not contain any great quantity of molds there need be no hesitancy in feeding it to cattle. If an obscure disease of the cattle develops during the feeding period, it would be well not to jump at -conclusions and convict the moldy silage. It is likely that something other than the molds in the silage is at the bottom of the trouble.
FOOT-KOT
Foot-rot is sometimes called foul-in-the-foot. It is a non-contagious disease of cattle, but may affect other farm